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What's Martin Luther King Jr. Day? 
By: Madison Davis 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day is the third  Monday of 
every January. He led the Civil Rights movement. If 
it wasn't for him, people of different races wouldn't 
be able to talk or play with each other. He is most 
known for his “I Have a Dream” speech. So every  
Martin Luther King Jr. Day remember him and all 
that he did for us. 

How to Keep Brisas Clean        

By: David Gomez                               
Interviewing kids about their wishes made me 

think about when you walk into our school do 

you see trash on the ground? Because I know I 

do.  Littering is a very terrible thing to do to our 

school. There are 3 main reasons why you 

shouldn‟t litter.                                                            

1) It hurts our environment.                                    

2) Our school is not a trash can.                                            

3) It makes the earth a dirty place.                              

Remember these helpful hints:                                  

Recycle paper, throw trash in the trash can, 

not on the ground, pick up trash if you see it 

in the wrong place. 

Gordon's January Adventures! 
By: Sarah Fuller 
Gordon had a fantastic time traveling around Brisas 
school for this wonderful month! To start his adventure 
he headed off to Mrs. Calabretti‟s  fabulous                             
kindergarten class.                                                                       
As we all know, they are a marvelous group and they set a 
new Brisas record for this year! Because they were      
showing awesome life skills in the cafeteria, they got 
Gordon for another week! Making the record for this year 
of 2 weeks in a row!                                                            
Then, Gordon said his goodbyes and walked down to Mrs. 
Smith's 2nd grade class. They had an amazing time with 
Gordon also!  We all love Gordon and your class could be 
next to get him.                                                                         
So, make sure you are showing your life skills in the       
cafeteria. Like raising your hand to get up, keeping your     
inside voices, making sure we are  throwing our trash in 
the trash can and using our manners. 



Do Your Part By: Zoe Weisberg 

Do you ever come to school on Wednesday morning when 
your class recycling bin is full, and after morning                   
announcements it magically disappears? “Where does it go?” 
you ask. Well NEHS (National Elementary Honor Society) 
takes it. NEHS helps our school, and helps the community. 

It‟s important to recycle because instead of recyclable       
objects just sitting and increasing the size of dirty landfills, it 
can be transformed into new things. “What kind of new 
things?” Plastic bottles, bags, paper, and cans. 

Not everything can be recycled, in fact, only 4 things can! 
Metal, glass, plastic, and paper (although we don‟t recycle 
glass or metal here at Brisas). Sometimes, NEHS members 
find stuff that doesn‟t belong in the recycling bins.  Make 
sure that you only put paper in the paper bins, and plastic 
bottles in the bottle bins. Newspaper, old drawing paper, the 
paper on bottles, and card board can go into the paper bins. 
No wrappers, tissues, gum, pencils, pens, sand, or markers 
should be in any bins! In the bottle bins, make sure to take 
OFF the caps (then throw the cap away) and take off the  
paper on them, then you can recycle them. 

I spoke to my friend Melanie Furman who‟s also in NEHS 
about recycling:  

“Why is recycling good for the environment?” 

“Recycling is good for the environment because it   
doesn’t pollute the air, it helps save trees and makes 
landfills smaller” says Melanie 

“Do you have any issues with NEHS recycling that our 
school can improve on?” 

“Yes I do, sometimes I find tissues, sand, trash       
wrappers in the bins. That is harder for us to recycle 
and sort it all out.” 

Thanks Melanie, great tips! 

Remember what belongs in the recycling bins. Make sure to 
talk to your teachers about which bin are bottles and which is 
paper.  Also, teachers, please put your recycling bins outside 
your classroom door on                                                    
Wednesday morning so 
NEHS doesn‟t come in and 
interrupt your teaching to get 
the bins. Thank you Brisas 
team for  making it easier to 
recycle, and make the world a 
better place! 

100th Day of  School  

By: Ryan Lerma 

Hooray, hooray, it‟s the 100th 
day of school!  Lots of 
classes did things.  For ex-
ample: 

Kindergarten had to find 100 of the same thing, and 
make a collection in their houses. They also found 
100 objects in the classroom. 

First grade made a 100th day snack, they talking about 
what can be made with 100 legos, and making special 
bags. 

Second grade is doing 100 types of exercises,        
wrote and read 100 word stories about what it would 
be like to be 100 years old. 

Third grade wrote down 100 objects, made100 
friendship links, and workedon math  problems that 
have an answer of 100. 

Fourth and fifth is business as usual.  

Happy 100th day of school to all! 

New Year’s Resolution 

By: Katelin Rugg 

In Miss. Leaper‟s class Payton wants to get straight 
A‟s. 

Evan ought to keep his desk clean and get A‟s.  

Yazmin (Jazz- mean) feels like she needs to be a    
better listener and be smarter. 

In Mrs. Frampton‟s 4th grade class Dayona would 
desire to have peace all over the world!!! 

Kaylee would love to be nice to her sister and keep 
her desk clean!! 

Craig wants  to improve on his cursive. 

So guys if you have a high hope in this your            
resolution will come true!!! 

In Mrs. Herting‟s 5th grade class we have Elise and 
she would like get straight A‟s and respect her 
brother more. 

Haley would love to get good grades, play and work 
hard!!! 

Anna wants to stop drinking sodas 2 times a week!!!! 

 I have to say… These are 
great resolutions and good job 
kids!!! 



Chinese New Year By: Miranda Liu  
新年快樂! Xing nian kwai le! (That‟s Chinese for Happy New 

Year!) Did you know that besides New Year‟s Day, there was 
also another new year? Well, it‟s basically the same thing, except it‟s the start of the year according 
to the lunar calendar. 

Chinese New Year (also called Lunar New Year) has many cool and unique traditions. Each year is 
a different animal in the Chinese zodiac. There are twelve animals in the Chinese zodiac. The rat, 
ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, ram, monkey, rooster, dog, and pig. This year, 2012, is the 
dragon year. 

There are legends behind each tradition. For example, on Chinese New Year, people often hang 
Chinese calligraphy for good luck. They also use firecrackers that are very noisy. Children have fun 
playing with them. It is supposed to „scare away evil spirits‟. People who celebrate  Chinese New 
Year also hang lanterns that glow a red, fiery light. Do you know the best part? I bet you hope your 
mom and dad will agree to this – children receive FREE money in red envelopes to start the new 
year! What a luxury! The reason it is in red envelopes is that red represents good fortune. You‟re 
supposed to keep the envelopes for everlasting luck. 

One of the main things to do is to have a big feast on New Year‟s Day. A pot that cooks all of the 
things, called a „hot pot‟ is used. It cooks everything raw on the table. Basically, to prepare it you 
get boiling water started in the pot and set it on the table along with all the food on the table. The 
raw materials include beef, pork, cabbage, taro, mushrooms, pig blood rice cake, and fish balls, 
along with many others. People cook it themselves inside the pot, waiting for it to cook and for 
them to eat. 

Among all the traditions, Chinese people pray to their ancestors and honor them. It is part of their 
belief. Also, in many places in China and Taiwan, dancers perform the Dragon Dance, a long 
dragon who moves by the act of a lot of people, sometimes up to 13 people inside it. It is kind of 
like one big costume with people inside to make it look like a dragon. People cheer them and 
sometimes throw red envelopes at them! While many people know about Chinese New Year, many 
don‟t know how they celebrate or what it‟s for. Actually, this article is only a small portion of the 
many things people do for Chinese New Year. It is the biggest holiday for Asian people all over 
the world. This unique holiday happens to be on the 23rd of January this year. Each year has a   
different date on our calendar for the holiday. Wish you all a Happy Chinese New Year and a good 
day at sea!   

Put that helping hand to use By : Haley Vasey 
 
This week Gecko Gazette interviewed a very important person who uses her helping hands almost 
every day! She is very kind and has a BIG, generous heart that really cares for Brisas ~ Mayra Ruiz! 
I had the lucky opportunity to interview Mayra, and here‟s what she said: 

 

Why do you volunteer at Brisas?                                                                                                      
“Because I realize that the teachers need help and support. The teachers have been wonderful 
to my children and so many others. It is my way to give back.”  

 

What do you love about Brisas?                                                                                                
“Everything! There is a sense of community that feels like a family. It’s almost like being at 
home.”  

 

How can we use our helping hands?                                                                                                    
“ Every little bit helps and if we all pitch in, Brisas can be even better and everybody here 
can be happier!                    
 
Well said Mayra!  Every little bit of volunteering helps & that‟s what makes 
Brisas an amazing school! Remember  ~  be a leader and continue to try your 
hardest, set your mind to it & you can accomplish it! Thank you to all who 
volunteer at our school to make it a great learning  environment! 



Benjamin Franklin By: Reva Raman 

I am honored to write about a great man, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. Where do we 
start?? Benjamin  Franklin was born on Jan 17th 1706  in Massachusetts.  As he signed 
the Declaration of Independence  and the Constitution he is called one of our                  
founding fathers.  He is sometimes called "the only President of the United States who 
was never President of the United States." 

Franklin was a leading author, printer, he could discuss different political views. He was a 
great  politician, postmaster, scientist, musician, inventor, civic activist, statesman, and 
diplomat.  In every field he chose, he excelled.  

As a scientist, he was a major figure in the American Enlightenment and the history of physics for his                 
discoveries and theories regarding electricity. He invented the lightning rod, bifocals, the Franklin stove, a            
carriage odometer, and the glass 'armonica' (is a type of musical instrument that uses a series of glass bowls or 
goblets graduated in size to produce musical tones by means of friction).                                           

He formed both the first public lending library in America and the first fire department in Pennsylvania. He 
also established the University of Pennsylvania.   Toward the end of his life, he freed his slaves and became one 
of the most prominent persons who actively took part in abolishing slavery. He was an excellent chess player. 
He has also published articles on the “Morals Of Chess”. Benjamin Franklin died on April 17, 1790, at age 84. 
Approximately 20,000 people attended his funeral.  Since 1928, he has adorned American $100 bills.              
The city of Philadelphia contains around 5,000 likenesses of Benjamin Franklin.  

He was a great leader, one of our forefathers, somebody who everyone should aspire to be. I do not think I 
will be as  good as him in so many things, but I definitely would like to excel in many more activities.              
Benjamin Franklin is a person we all can be very proud to say was our forefather.   

Holiday Comic By: Mayu Lowe 

McDonalds Night Pictures By: Katie Carroll 
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